2010 Northwestern European Trip

Travel Day, Volcano Woes
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Qur trip to Belgium, which had been in the works for monttsas almost put on hold due to the Icelandic volcano eruption. The
tremendous ash cloud that spewed from the volcano, and was causing flight cancellations around the globe, was headjrfgdirectl
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even packed yet.

| was thinking of the huge backlog of passengers and luggage when | decided to just pacloadearry L Y+ yIF 3SR {2 ¥
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We made it to the Sacramento airport in plertf/time. It was eerily empty, due to all of the previous cancellations. | thought, as
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the Brussels airport wer® be closed.
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The flight from Saamentoto Dallaswas uneventfulbut we had a very narrow layovér Dallas Our flight to Heathrow was
already boardingvhen we landed We caught the train to the next terminal and literally walked right intojetevay and boarded
the plane in our assigned group.

So far, we had been lucky to be sitting in rows with awy seats, saeither of uswasstuck in the middle. Unforturtaly, on this
9-hour flight to London, none of the overhead lights or audiere workingon our side of the plane For my inconvenience, | was
giventwo wholecomplimentarybeers, a 14 dollar valuedh sire, that will make me forget about sitting in tliark, with no
movies or music for 9 hours.

As it was, we only had a 9finute layover in London. We were told we had to collect our checked bags, go through customs, and
re-check them to Belgium. We also had to grab a train to our depar@rmaibd. It would be tight, even at an airport we were
familiar with, let alone one we had never been in before.

We were on our approach to Heathrow and we werelbhA Y S @ D22R &2 FI N ¢tKSy GKS O LI
- O02dzLd S 27 codzN3dnd, and b shdul didy dedagus a few minutes. Soon, after a couple of minutes, we were able
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We landed on the opposite side of the airport from dransferterminal. It seemed like we were just going to keagiing all the
way to Belgium. Then, we stopped on the tarmac. JamairQ & @amede the PAagairX dadies and gentlemen, there is
another aircraft at our gate waiting for pudiack. It should just be a couple of minutes

Finally, about 2%ninutes after we were supposed torive> ¢ S LJdzf £ SR Ay (i 2 itliffit & thid poiintS ibbaggagd Q a
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the main concourse, with the other gates running the length. Not Heathrow. At least, not at the gate we pulled into. We
walkedranfor(F Y R L QY y 2 §anSld befb@ SeNchadelityhd the main concourse.

Now, this is the point when knowing the airport can make the difference between making and missing a close connection. When
we got off of the plane, we were instructed just follow the signs for baggage claim. We started following the signs. Thdaigns
continuing connections and baggage claim were all going the same directiocotistill make it, but wavererunning. Then,
as we approached the security doors for baggage claimametsat the continuing flight lan@eeredto the right. It lodked like
you could go into baggage claim and then come back to the continuing flight lane. Wrong! As soon as we wenttti@ough
security doors, which had appeared to remaipen, closed behind us as we entered theggage claim area.

We still thoughtwe were on the right trackaswe had beentold by at least two peopleas well as o#ine whenwe made our
reservations, thatve would need to pick up our bags andaleeck them. So we found the carrousel for our flight and waited for
our bags. No bagdVhenl checked with the airlinegent,shel 2f R YS 2dzNJ 6 34 KIR 0SSy rméaySO| S
scrambling.

Since we had already left the secure area, we would need to go back thsegghty screeningt our departure terminal. By the
time we caught the train to terminal 5, our plane had already started boarding (sound familir@)got to the terminal ad had



to go to the ticket counter for boarding passes. They told us we were late and needed to be at the gate 45 min prior toajepartu
but said they would see what they could do. Fortunately, we were booked on that flight, and she was able tmgivieazsding
passes.

Now we just had to convince security to let us through. Fortunatggin,the ticket agent came with us and was able to get us
through the first security checkpoint. Nowg just had to get throughthe securityscreening. We made it through and literally ran
to our gate. The departurmonitor was showing thathe gate had closed, but as we ran towards the gate, the agents waved us
over and said it was alright. We were the last two to board the plane, jushtes before scheduledeparture

The flight to Belgium was short, just over an hour, and no signs of ash. We aftriedBrussels airporbn-time, at about 4PM
Friday the 23.Very sadly, howevenur friend Leo, who we would be staying with ahdd come to pick us up, had lost his father to
cancer thatverymorning.

Gonfirmationin Mechelen

The next morningafter only a few hours of sleepawoke

at 8:00 AM. Helegot up bright and early at 11:00. While
she was sleeping, Leo took me on #ditour of the
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are owned by the diamond merchants. We passed by or .@,
estate that actually had a moat around the mansion. It 7
was fantastic!

Later that day Leo, and his wife Denise, were to
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Catholic cathedral in Mechelen, a alincitylocated
between Antwerp and Brussel3hey invited Helen
and me to attend, as well.

We had never been to a Catholic confirmation. It
was quite a ceremonylt (i dzNJy SR 2 dzii
just for their niece, but for six other kids as well. |
think it lasted over an hour. | have been to Greek
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christenings, but this was very different. And, of
course, it was all iflemish It is interesting to
observe how other cultures and religions perform
their different ceremonies.
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Brugge(Bruges)

The word Brugge, iRlemish means Bridges. There are over 50 bridges inthigderful city, said to be one of the oldest cities in
Belgium,having receivedts city charter in 1128.

While visiting Brugge, one must take a canal cruise. During our cruise, we passed under the many different bridgest the olde
being built about 700 years ago.

The architecture in Brugge is breathtaking, vilttle sun glinting off the gildedncient buildings MarketSjuare in the city center, is
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Brugge.




This is a good opportunity to relax

and enjoy some delicious food and
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you can drink a Kwak from a half

yard glass without getting a face
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had no problem aamplishing this

little trick.

Another mustdo in
Brugge is to take one
of the horsedrawn
carriage tours. From
there, like the canal
tour, you will see
manyparts of the city
you wouldprobably
otherwise miss.



